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Synopsis

lllus. in full color. The magic of the beloved ballet is captured in this affordable edition. Art by a

Caldecott Honor Book artist complements a succinct narration that is ideal for young children.
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Customer Reviews

Although many versions of the ballet call the girl Clara, she is called Marie Stahlbaum in the original
E.T.A. Hoffmann story and in some versions of the ballet. This retelling is lovely. The name "Marie"

is not incorrect; it just refers back to an earlier version of the story.

| was in first grade in the late 80’s and we were doing a unit on the nutcracker. We went to go see
the play and did a lot of music, art and english activities related to it. | was enjoying it so much that
my mom bought me a copy of this book, same cover and all. | really loved the illustrations in it, from
the christmas decorations to the land of sweets to all the snow. I've misplaced my copy but if | ever

do find it it's a keeper!

In reference to the next review, Marie and Clara are not the same character. Marie is the little girl,

and Clara is her doll.



Perfect for my 4 year old to get ready to go see the ballet - she knew the whole story at the ballet!

| use this book for my students in the years that we take a field trip to see the Nutcracker Ballet. It
tells the story and also is part of the Reading Renaissance program in that students in our district
can take a test on the book after they have read it and get points for it. Anytime we read a book on a
subject, | make it an AR book as students are supposed to have a certain number of points for each

9 week period of time. This book fits the bill!

This is a fine book for following the basic Nutcracker story. | would say it is geared for small
children, but anyone who wants to know the story can enjoy it. The illustrations are also sweet. For
the price this is quite all right. It is more like a big booklet than an actual book, and | am sure there
are more elaborate versions out there. You can also read the story on Wikipedia or at the web sites

of many ballet companies. If you want a book this is not a bad option.

My great nephew was entranced with a live production of this ballent, and | bought this book and a
cd of the musical score for him to extend his pleasure. He absolutely loves to listen to the music
while looking at the illustrations, and asks to bring the book and the music along on car rides.
Children who can read at a third or fourth grade level should be able to read the text independently.

The illustrations are a colorful reminder of the costumes and choreography.

| wanted my niece to know about the Nutcracker Ballet and this was an excellent choice. She

speaks mostly Spanish, so this was for her to learn about the Ballet and reading English.
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